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Welcome to the 2nd newsletter for the 2018 West Cotswolds tour. 

Just by way of a reminder, our West Cotswolds tour is based in Cheltenham, with concerts in 
Gloucester and Hereford Cathedrals and Tewkesbury Abbey on the evenings of 16th, 17th and 18th 
August respectively. As in previous years, we are working in partnership with Cancer Research (UK). 
We have pre-booked accommodation at the Cheltenham Park Hotel in Cheltenham for 130 people 
and recently confirmed our actual requirement; however, we have requested that the hotel holds a 
further couple of rooms in case we have a late booking. We do have a few spare slots still available 
so if you have not committed to the Tour and want to go please let us know immediately via 
gaudeamustour18@gmail.com .   

The concert programme in all three venues will be a full performance of Haydn’s Creation with Gail 
Pearson (Soprano), Colin Judson (Tenor) and Dyfed Wyn Evans (Baritone) and with the familiar face – 
and musical talent – of Iestyn Evans accompanying us on the organ. All of the soloists have performed 
with the choir in recent years. 

Joint Tour Committee 

The Tour Committee comprises: Anthony Ogden (BCS) - Chairman; Lynda Moorcroft (CCS) – Deputy 
Chair and CCS Rep; Barry Titchen (CCS) – Secretary & Spreadsheet Manager; Jill Glenn (BCS) – Publicity 
& Artwork and BCS Rep; Jane Kendall (BCS) – Accommodation; Chris Hodson (BCS) – Budget & Finance; 
Steve Underwood (CCS) and Jane Blackwell (CCS) – Transport; and, Anthony Leather (CCS) – 
Excursions. 

Numbers to Date 
 
We are delighted with the response from both our choirs and welcome some friends from Leconfield 
and other local choirs. The confirmed numbers for the tour to date are: 
 

SOP 1 = 14, SOP 2 = 20, Alto 1 = 15,  Alto 2 = 22, Tenor 1 = 6, Tenor 2 = 6, Bass 1 = 11; Bass 2 = 7, 
making a total choir strength of 101. We have 5 soloists & professionals along with 22 non-singers 
– a total party size of 128 (so far!). 

 
Charity partner 
 
Cancer Research (UK) – CRUK - will be responsible for publicity, box office and ticket sales - liaising as 

necessary with the 3 concert venues. We have been attending the CRUK planning meetings and are 

pleased with progress to date. 

Significant effort is going into finding sponsors and to date two silver sponsors (£250) have signed up 

and there is growing confidence that more gold (£500) and silver sponsors will come forward. The 

Hereford Committee are confident that a £3000 sponsor, with the possibility of £5000, will sign up 

very soon. There is also the possibility of getting a sponsor contributing towards all the concerts. 
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The Lord Lieutenant of Gloucestershire, Dame Janet Trotter, has agreed to be Patron and will attend 

at least one concert. 

Work is continuing at the local (venue) level to find more box office outlets and how best to publicize 

the events. 

There is growing optimism that Waitrose Ltd, who are about to open a new store in the area, will 

sponsor the Gloucester and Tewkesbury concerts. 

Tour costs 
 
On the basis of the numbers confirmed to date we are estimating that the basic cost per choir member 
in a double or twin room will be around £395 or, if in a single room, an additional supplement of 
£127.50. The rate for non-singers will be £315.  These costs include: 3 nights’ hotel accommodation 
on B&B basis; transport to/from the concert venues in Gloucester, Hereford and Tewkesbury; the end 
of tour dinner; and, all organisation and professional fees/costs. Once we have the final number of 
tour participants, we shall be able to calculate the final cost. 

Currently, everyone who has opted for the additional night (47 so far) is travelling to Cheltenham 
independently.  Of the remaining 76, we have requests for transport from 37 people; thus, the 
intention is to run one coach from Berkhamsted via Chorleywood on Thursday, 16th August to arrive 
around midday. The charge for transport to/from Cheltenham will be around £20. The return will be 
on Sunday 19th August 2018 leaving Cheltenham around 10.00. Currently, we are planning on using 
the usual parking and pick-up points and will assume that BCS members will use the Berkhamsted 
pick-up/parking and CCS members will use the Rickmansworth pick-up/parking – if not, please advise 
us as soon as possible. 

For those staying the additional night, Wednesday 15th August, the accommodation charge will be 
added to your overall tour account. 

Equally, any excursions will be booked and charged for separately, depending on individual requests; 
however, we are hoping to be able to incorporate excursion costs within your overall tour account. At 
present we are planning for excursions on the Friday and Saturday mornings only. We are planning to 
have 3 coaches available to give us maximum flexibility in planning the trips and always have the 
option of at least one coach going from the hotel direct to the venue of the day.  More details to 
follow. 

 Accommodation  
 
As detailed in the first newsletter, we will be staying 
at the Cheltenham Park Hotel – a four star Hilton 
Double Tree hotel located approximately 2 miles 
from Cheltenham town centre. We have reserved 
sufficient double, twin and single rooms to 
accommodate all choir members and soloists in 
accordance with notified requests. The hotel has 
excellent facilities and accessibility for those with 
mobility difficulties. It has very recently been 
refurbished and has comfortable lounges and bars, 
is surrounded by attractive gardens and – a real plus 

– has an indoor swimming pool, fitness centre and spa! You can look at the hotel online at: 
www.doubletreecheltenham.com .  The hotel has been extensively renovated over the past year and 
offers a very high standard of accommodation and facilities. A picture of the swimming pool and a 
standard room are shown below. 
 
 

http://www.doubletreecheltenham.com/
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiv946j_ZbZAhVD_aQKHX8WA2wQjRwIBw&url=https://www.visitcheltenham.com/accommodation/doubletree-by-hilton-cheltenham-p1524963&psig=AOvVaw0BIPWeVevYIkqKTxttqKfd&ust=1518201858204207
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Breakfast is included in the room rate and we will be having the final tour dinner in the Park Suite 
which looks out over the gardens (top picture above). 

There is a very large car park where private cars (and the coaches) can be parked for the duration of 
the tour free of charge. 

The hotel has a restaurant, which we can fully recommend, along with a lounge serving bar snacks. It 
is also adjacent to a pub – the Clock Tower – which is very clean, welcoming and serves excellent pub 
food.  http://clocktowerpub.co.uk 

The Outline Plan:  

Wednesday 15th August.    All those staying for the additional night will travel independently to 
Cheltenham and book in as required. There are no formal plans for the evening. Details of events in 
Cheltenham are available at http://www.exploregloucestershire.co.uk/page727.asp .    

 

The hotel restaurant where we shall have 

breakfast each day 

 

 

 

 

Thursday 16th August – Concert at Gloucester Cathedral.   

 

  

Those travelling by coach will meet at the nominated 

pick-up points – the Egerton Rothesay School in 

Berkhamsted at 9.00am and the Royal Masonic 

School, Rickmansworth (tbc) at 9.30 am - arriving in 

Cheltenham around midday. The choir members 

already at the Cheltenham Park will have a free 

morning. All singers, non-singers and soloists 

travelling by coach to Gloucester will meet in the 

hotel lobby at 1.15pm. The rehearsal at Gloucester 

Cathedral will commence at 2.00pm and last until 

4.15pm. 

http://clocktowerpub.co.uk/
http://www.exploregloucestershire.co.uk/page727.asp
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwjAwv7u_ZbZAhWDyaQKHVnFAHgQjRwIBw&url=https://www.tripadvisor.co.uk/Attraction_Review-g1096724-d1633538-Reviews-Spa_at_Cheltenham_Park-Charlton_Kings_Cheltenham_Cotswolds_England.html&psig=AOvVaw0BIPWeVevYIkqKTxttqKfd&ust=1518201858204207
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjexMas_pbZAhULyKQKHS2AAPsQjRwIBw&url=https://www.secretescapes.com/the-cheltenham-park-hotel-cheltenham-cotswolds/sale&psig=AOvVaw0BIPWeVevYIkqKTxttqKfd&ust=1518201858204207
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=qAboekFv&id=99E06A3167BBF7885872377DBED43A7BCA4E1BAA&thid=OIP.qAboekFviIV7Jg1d52RslQHaEP&mediaurl=http://www.thecityofgloucester.co.uk/imageresizer/?image%3d/dmsimgs/Cathedral_Tony_Hickey_landscape_1591264524.JPG%26action%3dProductDetail&exph=430&expw=750&q=Goucester+cathedral&simid=607988399916058600&selectedIndex=54
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There is free time then until the warm up at 7.00pm ready for the concert at 7.30pm. After the 
concert the buses will return to the Cheltenham Park. Where to eat? The link 
http://www.thecityofgloucester.co.uk/food-and-drink 

Friday 17th August – Concert at Hereford Cathedral   

 

After the concert the buses will return to the Cheltenham Park. Details of where to eat in Hereford 
are posted at https://www.tripadvisor.co.uk/Restaurants-g186302-
Hereford_Herefordshire_England.html 

Saturday 18th August - Concert at Tewksbury Abbey 

  

 

Sunday 19th August - Departure day for all.  We believe checkout time is 11.00am. Those travelling by 
coach will leave at around 10.00am. Please ensure that room cards are returned and any personal 
extras (drinks etc, room service) are all paid for prior to your departure. 
 

Please Note:   We have shown timings to give you the best possible picture of 
the tour, but they may be subject to minor changes, so please treat them as 
provisional for now. 
 
Tour Payment schedule 

Initial Deposit – Very many thanks to all tourists for paying their £125 deposit so promptly. 

Stage Payment – We would appreciate your next payment of £125 to be made by 30th April 2018  

Final balance – We will require the balance of your account to be paid by 30th June 2018.  In addition 
to the charge for the Wednesday night (if appropriate) it is hoped that, by this date,  we will know 
your excursion options and be able to calculate an overall individual cost per person – Barry Titchen 
will email everyone individually, or as couples with the total amount to be paid. 

On the Saturday morning we are planning to 

arrange one or two local excursions based in the 

Tewksbury area.  The afternoon rehearsal will be 

around 2.30pm to 4.00pm followed by the concert 

in Tewkesbury Abbey at 7.30pm.  Following the 

concert – at 9.00pm, we shall travel back to the 

Cheltenham Park Hotel which is the venue for the 

final tour dinner. We aim to sit down as soon as is 

possible to start the meal and enjoy our last evening 

together. 

We expect to be in Hereford for a rehearsal starting at 

3.000pm and lasting to around 5.00pm – there is a 

wedding taking place beforehand. We are planning to 

offer a number of options for local excursions around 

Hereford on the Friday morning. As usual, we will also 

arrange later transport for those wishing to spend the 

morning in Cheltenham where there is lots to do and 

see. The Friday evening concert is at 7.30pm in 

Hereford Cathedral. 

http://www.thecityofgloucester.co.uk/food-and-drink
https://www.tripadvisor.co.uk/Restaurants-g186302-Hereford_Herefordshire_England.html
https://www.tripadvisor.co.uk/Restaurants-g186302-Hereford_Herefordshire_England.html
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=Q5mriSks&id=E4EE90034388A67BEAE4A261E3447E5788BCAB6C&thid=OIP.Q5mriSksJfJBor8IBlkItgHaEm&mediaurl=https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/0/04/Hereford_Cathedral_Exterior_from_NW,_Herefordshire,_UK_-_Diliff.jpg/1920px-Hereford_Cathedral_Exterior_from_NW,_Herefordshire,_UK_-_Diliff.jpg&exph=1192&expw=1920&q=hereford+cathedral&simid=608038822855180623&selectedIndex=2
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.tewkesbury.cotswolds.info/images/TEWKESBURY1.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.tewkesbury.cotswolds.info/tewkesbury-abbey.shtml&docid=irSgWKyjv_w4sM&tbnid=DQnswREpdDyF3M:&vet=10ahUKEwjC1_zo39LWAhWBnRoKHVO-DSoQMwg-KAQwBA..i&w=549&h=395&bih=940&biw=1920&q=tewkesbury abbey&ved=0ahUKEwjC1_zo39LWAhWBnRoKHVO-DSoQMwg-KAQwBA&iact=mrc&uact=8
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Dates for Your Diary  

Monday 30th April 2018  - CCS summer rehearsals commence + issue new music 
Tuesday 1st May 2018  - BCS summer rehearsals commence + issue new music 
 

NB for CCS Members - There will be rehearsals as usual on the bank holidays 
     7th and 28th May 2018 
 
Saturday, 16th June 2018 - Tour Workshop (BCS hosts, time/venue tbc) 
 
Saturday, 7th July 2018  - Summer Workshop (CCS hosts, Hillside @ 9.30am – 2.30pm) 
 
Saturday, 11th August 2018 - Tour Workshop (BCS hosts, time/venue tbc) 
 
Monday, 13th August 2018 - Tour Workshop (CCS hosts, Hillside @ 8pm – 10 pm) 
 
Wednesday, 15th August 2018 - Tour advance party arrive Cheltenham 
 
Thursday, 16th to Sunday 19th August - West Country Tour  
 
Monday, 3rd September 2018 - CCS rehearsal for post-tour concert} may be 
Tuesday, 4th September 2018 - BCS rehearsal for post tour concert} joint! 
 
Saturday, 8th September 2018  - Post Tour Joint Concert, St Peter’s, Berkhamsted 
 
 
General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) 2018 
 
As many of you might be aware, GDPR 2018 comes into force with effect from 25th May 2018.  Under 
the Regulations any data lists, that contain personal information, held or maintained by any 
organisation must have the specific agreement of all listed individuals that they are content for their 
data to be held and nominate by which means they wish to be contacted and when. Barry Titchen, on 
behalf of the Tour Committee, maintains a confidential database/spreadsheet specifically for the 2018 
Tour and he will shortly be contacting everyone on the Tour - by email - requesting that they opt in to 
remaining on the database and what is their preferred means of contact. It is most important that you 
reply as requested to Barry’s email. 
 
A Final Note!  
 
We hope to publish our next Newsletter in early June when we will have more details about the 
planned excursions, final costs and confirmed times. 
 
With best wishes to all choir members, 
 

2018 Joint Tour Committee 


